
    

       Volume 16, Number 2  •  Fall 2016

Newsletter of the Redwood City Library Foundation
The BOOKMARK

More than just books
www.rclfdn.org

Redwood City
Library Foundation

Redwood City Library Foundation 
1044 Middlefield Road • Redwood City, CA 94063

www.rclfdn.org • (650) 780-7045

Officers:
John Blake, President 

Francesca Eastman, Co-Vice President • Nancy Radcliffe, Co-Vice President
Carla Sillin, Treasurer • Andrea Fortus, Secretary

Directors:
John Blake, Haas & Blake

Francesca Eastman, David B. & Edward C. Goodstein Foundation
Lily Feng, Nvidia • Andrea Fortus, RedSeal, Inc.

Debbi Jones-Thomas, Community Volunteer • Dennis Manalo, Oracle Labs 
Ashley Quintana, Facebook • Nancy Radcliffe, Spieker Companies

Jill Rodby, Sims Metal Management • Carla Sillin, Community Volunteer
Joan Wylie, Community Volunteer

Ex-Officio:
Rouslana Yaroslavsky, Redwood City Library Foundation

Derek Wolfgram, Redwood City Library

What Your Donations Supported in 2015-16

Early Childhood Learning Structures
for the Fair Oaks & Schaberg Libraries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . = $75,000

Future Teen Center, Fair Oaks Library   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . = $17,000

STEM Fest 2016 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . = $6,925

iPads for Kids Coding Workshops, Main Library  .  .  .  .  . = $6,000

Career Online High School Program  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . = $5,500

Creative Writing & Bookmaking Programs for Kids  .  .  = $4,500

Youth Programs (math, science, board games day)   .  .  . = $3,080

Early Childhood Outreach/Free Books for Families  .  . = $2,000

                                                                                                TOTAL = $120,005

Save the Dates
Upcoming Events

November 29, 2016
Donate Online at: www.rclfdn.org 

Kermes & Dia del Niño
Sunday, April 23, 2017, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Fair Oaks Library • 2510 Middlefield Rd ., Redwood City

STEAM Fest 2.0
Saturday, April 29, 2017, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Courthouse Square • 2200 Broadway, Redwood City

4th Annual “Wild, Wild West” Spring Fundraiser
Saturday, May 13, 2017, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Devil’s Canyon Brewing Co . • 935 Washington St ., San Carlos

DID YOU KNOW?
More than one-third of students in the Fair Oaks area do not 
have reliable internet access in their places of residence for 
homework, research and education.

The mission of the Redwood City Library Foundation is 
to increase financial support for the library’s services, 
improvements, collections and programs.

Our Goal is to Enhance Access to 
Information, Knowledge & Technology
Message from the Foundation Executive Director
After almost a year in my position as Executive Director, I am happy  
to report that with the help of all our wonderful donors we have  
completed the fundraising efforts for the Early Childhood Learning 
Center in the Fair Oaks Library . 

The Library is anticipated to be closed for expansion and renovation 
in December, and we hope to see the brand new Farmer’s Market 
Truck, an interactive play structure, in January 2017 . This structure 
will promote healthy eating and active living among families with 
young children .

Last year we all welcomed our new addition to the Downtown  
Library, Baby Bay . In April through June of 2016, the Library conduct-
ed an outcome survey of families using Baby Bay . Sixty-one surveys 
of Redwood City parents were completed and we are very happy to 
share the results:
- 86% reported that because of Baby Bay they will spend more time  
 reading, talking, singing, writing and playing with their children.
- 86% reported that they are now more aware of the Library’s 
 resources and services as a result of spending time at Baby Bay.
- 82% reported learning something at Baby Bay that they could 
 share with their children.

Our next fundraising effort will provide money for personal hotspots, 
laptops and iPads for the Fair Oaks and Downtown Libraries . 

On any given day after closing hours you can find adults and teens in 
the library’s parking lot on their laptops and tablets so they can com-
plete their homework, finish job applications and connect with family 

Our Current Programs & Initiatives

Your gifts promote literacy and building community 
for all ages through these programs:

Bridging the Digital Divide
Provides mobile devices and hot spots for families of the Fair Oaks 
and Redwood City areas to take home .

Career Online High School in the Library
Allows adult learners to earn a High School Diploma and Career 
Certificate in the Library .

Writing Cats & Dogs
A 6-week creative writing and art program for children 8-12 years old 
that builds awareness about homeless animals .

Adventures with Trash
Allows children to create a book from cereal boxes and plastic bags 
while learning about recycling .

Interpretative Center Upgrades at the Redwood Shores Library
Will allow children to learn about the wonders of the San Francisco 
Bay in a more interactive, engaging and exciting way .

members using the Library’s wi-fi . We hope in the near future to 
be able to offer these adults and teens the opportunity to check 
out personal wi-fi devices (“hotspots”), and take them home . Per-
sonal hotspots offer an easy and convenient connection to wire-
less data for people without internet access at home .

Internet access is no longer a luxury; it is an essential tool we all 
use for banking, job searching, bill paying, homework and stay-
ing connected to distant friends and family . Our goal is to enhance 
equal access to technology and provide the tools that everyone 
needs to connect not only to our community, but to the world .

Help is also needed to raise money for renovation and upgrades 
in the Redwood Shores Library’s Interpretive Center . The Center 
was opened in 2008 and designed to help kids discover the won-
ders of the San Francisco Bay . It has an aquarium, interactive play 
area, and a video game involving a character who travels across 
the bay floor, meeting and interacting with the different creatures 
who live there . We hope to fund upgrades to the Interpretive Cen-
ter in order to make learning about the Bay more interactive, en-
gaging and exciting for kids .

We are very grateful to all our partners and donors for supporting 
these critical programs and initiatives, and look forward to con-
tinuing to make a difference in our community together .

~ Rouslana Yaroslavsky
Executive Director,
Redwood City 
Library Foundation

Help Us to Bridge the Digital Divide!
Let’s provide access to the internet and technology 

for families in the Fair Oaks and Redwood City areas .

Please send your donation in the envelope
included or donate online at www.rclfdn.org .



Dennis Manalo at Kermes/Dia del Niño  
in Fair Oaks earlier this year.

STEM Fest 2016 attracted more than 3,500 people.

The success of the first-ever STEM Festival last year took us by  
surprise . Expecting maybe 1,000 people, we registered 3,500 visitors 
and still had lines of kids for the Cubic Rubik contest and robot racing .  
Broadway had to be closed for a short time so that robotic clubs from 
local schools could perform races! This year we anticipate up to 5,000 
people from the greater Bay Area . With Arts added to the mix, this 
year’s STEAM Fest 2 .0 will be held on April 29, 2017, hosted by  
the Redwood City Library Foundation (RCLF) in partnership  
with the Library, the Parks & Recreation Department and the Youth  
Literacy Council . STEAM Fest 2 .0 is an opportunity to empower the 
young minds of our community through free activities that will spark 
their interest in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Math . 

We are very pleased to announce our event chair for this year’s  
STEAM Fest 2 .0: RCLF Board member Dennis Manalo . Dennis 
served on  last year’s STEM Fest Planning Committee and brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience (along with boundless energy)  

to the position . “Organizing this 
event with the Youth Literacy  
Council’s guidance allowed us 
to see activities from the tar-
get market’s perspective,” said 
Manalo . “Last year’s event was 
very successful, and we’re look-
ing to leverage what we learned 
to attract even more youth as 
well as local organizations striv-
ing to make STEAM activities  
available to these kids .”

RCLF is also collaborating with 
close neighbor Box.com, who 

STEAM Fest 2.0, Coming this Spring! (STEM + Arts = STEAM) 
Celebrating Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Math

 
“I just want to share our experience from a visit to the Fair Oaks 
Library. My son wanted a book on Star Wars so we stopped by 
and the librarian came right over to help us. She walked up to a 
shelf packed with books and immediately pulled out the one we 
wanted. On our way home my son said, ‘Dad can we come back 
here again so the Jedi can help us?’ The librarian was wearing  
a jacket with a hood and because she 
knew exactly where to find the book 
and was so kind, my son thought she 
was like Obi Wan Kenobi. Thanks for 
making our trip to the library magical.” 

~ Sam, Redwood City parent

Latino Community Council members Connie Guerrero, Alicia Aguirre and Ernie 
Schmidt accepted an award for raising over $100,000 for the Fair Oaks Library.

Latino Community Council
Celebrating 10 Years & $100,000 Raised 
for Fair Oaks Library
The Latino Community Council of Redwood City (LCCRC) is an 
advocacy group working for the advancement of Latinos through 
civic and cultural engagements .

Ten years ago, Alicia Aguirre, Connie Guerrero and Arnoldo Arreola 
were serving together in several active community groups . “All of a 
sudden it seemed as if we were getting involved in just about every-
thing out there . We started recruiting volunteers and before we knew  
it, we had a group,” remembers Arnoldo . “We then decided to formal-
ize the group and name it the LCCRC with the idea of assisting the 
North Fair Oaks Council with their objective of a larger Fair Oaks 
Library .” Aguirre, Guerrero and Arreola currently serve as LCCRC 
council members along with Hector Flamenco, Manuel Ramirez and 
Ernie Schmidt . Kermes, or Dia del Niño, has become one of the main 
annual events supporting the Fair Oaks Library . 

DID YOU KNOW?
In ancient Egypt, all ships visiting the port of Alexandria were 
obliged to surrender their books to the library to be copied. 
The original would be kept in the library and the copy given 
back to the owner.

National Historic Preservation 
Month School Tours
Celebrating 20 Years
This year marked the twentieth anniversary of the Redwood City-
sponsored historic tours program for all seventh grade students in 
the school district . The program was developed in celebration of  
National Historic Preservation Month, which takes place in May . 
This annual event is spearheaded by the city’s Historic Resources  
Advisory Committee . Approximately 700 students typically partici-
pate over a four-day period each year .

Students tour the Lathrop House on Hamilton Street, the Old  
County Courthouse (home of the San Mateo County Historical  
Association and Museum) and the historic Fox Theatre . All three 
properties are listed on the National Register of Historic Places .  
Docents explain the history of each site and tell stories of how  
people lived and were entertained 75 to 150 years ago . 

National Historic Preservation Month is collaborating with the  
Redwood City Library Foundation to raise funds in order to keep  
the program going . Your donation will help cover the cost of trans-
portation and lunches during the tour for students and teachers 
(please indicate “Historic Preservation Month” with your donation) .

The San Mateo County History Museum’s beautiful dome ceiling.

Box Rocks! Neighbor Box.com is helping RCLF prepare for STEAM Fest 2.0.

GET IN ON THE ACTION!
Get involved and make a difference in your community by 
joining RCLF’s Auxiliary! Enjoy breakfast with us and find 
out how you can help with upcoming events.

Nov. 9 • 8:30 am • Downtown Library Staff Conference 
Room • RSVP: rclf-officemanager@redwoodcity.org

is helping with web design and development for the STEAM Fest 
website, and became one of the first sponsors of the event . As Dennis 
stated, “Last April we witnessed wonderful interactions between all the 
institutions and individuals who helped make the first year of this event 
successful . We’d like to continue on that trajectory this year by making  
activities accessible and the possibility of achieving dreams a reality .”



Dennis Manalo at Kermes/Dia del Niño  
in Fair Oaks earlier this year.

STEM Fest 2016 attracted more than 3,500 people.

The success of the first-ever STEM Festival last year took us by  
surprise . Expecting maybe 1,000 people, we registered 3,500 visitors 
and still had lines of kids for the Cubic Rubik contest and robot racing .  
Broadway had to be closed for a short time so that robotic clubs from 
local schools could perform races! This year we anticipate up to 5,000 
people from the greater Bay Area . With Arts added to the mix, this 
year’s STEAM Fest 2 .0 will be held on April 29, 2017, hosted by  
the Redwood City Library Foundation (RCLF) in partnership  
with the Library, the Parks & Recreation Department and the Youth  
Literacy Council . STEAM Fest 2 .0 is an opportunity to empower the 
young minds of our community through free activities that will spark 
their interest in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Math . 

We are very pleased to announce our event chair for this year’s  
STEAM Fest 2 .0: RCLF Board member Dennis Manalo . Dennis 
served on  last year’s STEM Fest Planning Committee and brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience (along with boundless energy)  

to the position . “Organizing this 
event with the Youth Literacy  
Council’s guidance allowed us 
to see activities from the tar-
get market’s perspective,” said 
Manalo . “Last year’s event was 
very successful, and we’re look-
ing to leverage what we learned 
to attract even more youth as 
well as local organizations striv-
ing to make STEAM activities  
available to these kids .”

RCLF is also collaborating with 
close neighbor Box.com, who 

STEAM Fest 2.0, Coming this Spring! (STEM + Arts = STEAM) 
Celebrating Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Math

 
“I just want to share our experience from a visit to the Fair Oaks 
Library. My son wanted a book on Star Wars so we stopped by 
and the librarian came right over to help us. She walked up to a 
shelf packed with books and immediately pulled out the one we 
wanted. On our way home my son said, ‘Dad can we come back 
here again so the Jedi can help us?’ The librarian was wearing  
a jacket with a hood and because she 
knew exactly where to find the book 
and was so kind, my son thought she 
was like Obi Wan Kenobi. Thanks for 
making our trip to the library magical.” 

~ Sam, Redwood City parent

Latino Community Council members Connie Guerrero, Alicia Aguirre and Ernie 
Schmidt accepted an award for raising over $100,000 for the Fair Oaks Library.

Latino Community Council
Celebrating 10 Years & $100,000 Raised 
for Fair Oaks Library
The Latino Community Council of Redwood City (LCCRC) is an 
advocacy group working for the advancement of Latinos through 
civic and cultural engagements .

Ten years ago, Alicia Aguirre, Connie Guerrero and Arnoldo Arreola 
were serving together in several active community groups . “All of a 
sudden it seemed as if we were getting involved in just about every-
thing out there . We started recruiting volunteers and before we knew  
it, we had a group,” remembers Arnoldo . “We then decided to formal-
ize the group and name it the LCCRC with the idea of assisting the 
North Fair Oaks Council with their objective of a larger Fair Oaks 
Library .” Aguirre, Guerrero and Arreola currently serve as LCCRC 
council members along with Hector Flamenco, Manuel Ramirez and 
Ernie Schmidt . Kermes, or Dia del Niño, has become one of the main 
annual events supporting the Fair Oaks Library . 

DID YOU KNOW?
In ancient Egypt, all ships visiting the port of Alexandria were 
obliged to surrender their books to the library to be copied. 
The original would be kept in the library and the copy given 
back to the owner.

National Historic Preservation 
Month School Tours
Celebrating 20 Years
This year marked the twentieth anniversary of the Redwood City-
sponsored historic tours program for all seventh grade students in 
the school district . The program was developed in celebration of  
National Historic Preservation Month, which takes place in May . 
This annual event is spearheaded by the city’s Historic Resources  
Advisory Committee . Approximately 700 students typically partici-
pate over a four-day period each year .

Students tour the Lathrop House on Hamilton Street, the Old  
County Courthouse (home of the San Mateo County Historical  
Association and Museum) and the historic Fox Theatre . All three 
properties are listed on the National Register of Historic Places .  
Docents explain the history of each site and tell stories of how  
people lived and were entertained 75 to 150 years ago . 

National Historic Preservation Month is collaborating with the  
Redwood City Library Foundation to raise funds in order to keep  
the program going . Your donation will help cover the cost of trans-
portation and lunches during the tour for students and teachers 
(please indicate “Historic Preservation Month” with your donation) .

The San Mateo County History Museum’s beautiful dome ceiling.

Box Rocks! Neighbor Box.com is helping RCLF prepare for STEAM Fest 2.0.

GET IN ON THE ACTION!
Get involved and make a difference in your community by 
joining RCLF’s Auxiliary! Enjoy breakfast with us and find 
out how you can help with upcoming events.

Nov. 9 • 8:30 am • Downtown Library Staff Conference 
Room • RSVP: rclf-officemanager@redwoodcity.org

is helping with web design and development for the STEAM Fest 
website, and became one of the first sponsors of the event . As Dennis 
stated, “Last April we witnessed wonderful interactions between all the 
institutions and individuals who helped make the first year of this event 
successful . We’d like to continue on that trajectory this year by making  
activities accessible and the possibility of achieving dreams a reality .”



    

       Volume 16, Number 2  •  Fall 2016

Newsletter of the Redwood City Library Foundation
The BOOKMARK

More than just books
www.rclfdn.org

Redwood City
Library Foundation

Redwood City Library Foundation 
1044 Middlefield Road • Redwood City, CA 94063

www.rclfdn.org • (650) 780-7045

Officers:
John Blake, President 

Francesca Eastman, Co-Vice President • Nancy Radcliffe, Co-Vice President
Carla Sillin, Treasurer • Andrea Fortus, Secretary

Directors:
John Blake, Haas & Blake

Francesca Eastman, David B. & Edward C. Goodstein Foundation
Lily Feng, Nvidia • Andrea Fortus, RedSeal, Inc.

Debbi Jones-Thomas, Community Volunteer • Dennis Manalo, Oracle Labs 
Ashley Quintana, Facebook • Nancy Radcliffe, Spieker Companies

Jill Rodby, Sims Metal Management • Carla Sillin, Community Volunteer
Joan Wylie, Community Volunteer

Ex-Officio:
Rouslana Yaroslavsky, Redwood City Library Foundation

Derek Wolfgram, Redwood City Library

What Your Donations Supported in 2015-16

Early Childhood Learning Structures
for the Fair Oaks & Schaberg Libraries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . = $75,000

Future Teen Center, Fair Oaks Library   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . = $17,000

STEM Fest 2016 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . = $6,925

iPads for Kids Coding Workshops, Main Library  .  .  .  .  . = $6,000

Career Online High School Program  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . = $5,500

Creative Writing & Bookmaking Programs for Kids  .  .  = $4,500

Youth Programs (math, science, board games day)   .  .  . = $3,080

Early Childhood Outreach/Free Books for Families  .  . = $2,000

                                                                                                TOTAL = $120,005

Save the Dates
Upcoming Events

November 29, 2016
Donate Online at: www.rclfdn.org 

Kermes & Dia del Niño
Sunday, April 23, 2017, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Fair Oaks Library • 2510 Middlefield Rd ., Redwood City

STEAM Fest 2.0
Saturday, April 29, 2017, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Courthouse Square • 2200 Broadway, Redwood City

4th Annual “Wild, Wild West” Spring Fundraiser
Saturday, May 13, 2017, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Devil’s Canyon Brewing Co . • 935 Washington St ., San Carlos

DID YOU KNOW?
More than one-third of students in the Fair Oaks area do not 
have reliable internet access in their places of residence for 
homework, research and education.

The mission of the Redwood City Library Foundation is 
to increase financial support for the library’s services, 
improvements, collections and programs.

Our Goal is to Enhance Access to 
Information, Knowledge & Technology
Message from the Foundation Executive Director
After almost a year in my position as Executive Director, I am happy  
to report that with the help of all our wonderful donors we have  
completed the fundraising efforts for the Early Childhood Learning 
Center in the Fair Oaks Library . 

The Library is anticipated to be closed for expansion and renovation 
in December, and we hope to see the brand new Farmer’s Market 
Truck, an interactive play structure, in January 2017 . This structure 
will promote healthy eating and active living among families with 
young children .

Last year we all welcomed our new addition to the Downtown  
Library, Baby Bay . In April through June of 2016, the Library conduct-
ed an outcome survey of families using Baby Bay . Sixty-one surveys 
of Redwood City parents were completed and we are very happy to 
share the results:
- 86% reported that because of Baby Bay they will spend more time  
 reading, talking, singing, writing and playing with their children.
- 86% reported that they are now more aware of the Library’s 
 resources and services as a result of spending time at Baby Bay.
- 82% reported learning something at Baby Bay that they could 
 share with their children.

Our next fundraising effort will provide money for personal hotspots, 
laptops and iPads for the Fair Oaks and Downtown Libraries . 

On any given day after closing hours you can find adults and teens in 
the library’s parking lot on their laptops and tablets so they can com-
plete their homework, finish job applications and connect with family 

Our Current Programs & Initiatives

Your gifts promote literacy and building community 
for all ages through these programs:

Bridging the Digital Divide
Provides mobile devices and hot spots for families of the Fair Oaks 
and Redwood City areas to take home .

Career Online High School in the Library
Allows adult learners to earn a High School Diploma and Career 
Certificate in the Library .

Writing Cats & Dogs
A 6-week creative writing and art program for children 8-12 years old 
that builds awareness about homeless animals .

Adventures with Trash
Allows children to create a book from cereal boxes and plastic bags 
while learning about recycling .

Interpretative Center Upgrades at the Redwood Shores Library
Will allow children to learn about the wonders of the San Francisco 
Bay in a more interactive, engaging and exciting way .

members using the Library’s wi-fi . We hope in the near future to 
be able to offer these adults and teens the opportunity to check 
out personal wi-fi devices (“hotspots”), and take them home . Per-
sonal hotspots offer an easy and convenient connection to wire-
less data for people without internet access at home .

Internet access is no longer a luxury; it is an essential tool we all 
use for banking, job searching, bill paying, homework and stay-
ing connected to distant friends and family . Our goal is to enhance 
equal access to technology and provide the tools that everyone 
needs to connect not only to our community, but to the world .

Help is also needed to raise money for renovation and upgrades 
in the Redwood Shores Library’s Interpretive Center . The Center 
was opened in 2008 and designed to help kids discover the won-
ders of the San Francisco Bay . It has an aquarium, interactive play 
area, and a video game involving a character who travels across 
the bay floor, meeting and interacting with the different creatures 
who live there . We hope to fund upgrades to the Interpretive Cen-
ter in order to make learning about the Bay more interactive, en-
gaging and exciting for kids .

We are very grateful to all our partners and donors for supporting 
these critical programs and initiatives, and look forward to con-
tinuing to make a difference in our community together .

~ Rouslana Yaroslavsky
Executive Director,
Redwood City 
Library Foundation

Help Us to Bridge the Digital Divide!
Let’s provide access to the internet and technology 

for families in the Fair Oaks and Redwood City areas .

Please send your donation in the envelope
included or donate online at www.rclfdn.org .




